Shutesbury Elementary School PTO
General Meeting Agenda

November 17, 2025
Isa, Elizabeth, Sam, Anna, Rose, Anne Magill


I. Call to Order 8:21

II. Review of Minutes October 2025 Minutes

III. Principal’s report
A. Choose love going well
B. Kids are loving the drumming
C. Increase in hand-washing is helping keep illness at bay
D. Another inter-school parenting event is in the works. Elizabeth: we were duped! Either offer a live speaker or let us know they’re on zoom… PTO may be asked for pizza $
E. School committee meeting this coming Thursday
F. School budget is very tight- we lost our math coach; we may lose classroom paras. We had grant money and we no longer have it due to the govt. The town paid for the boiler- water was getting into it. But we don’t have budget for other old things breaking.

IV. Officer’s Reports
A. President’s Report
1. Turkey Trot update- 14 kids, $210, what is our cutoff? Just keep allowing folks to register, but then. Cap it at $300.

2. Food Drive- Sam spoke with Hayley Bolton to collaborate with the town. The greater community is invested in doing a food drive; we could bring things to Town Hall. They would need volunteers to staff it and shelving. We could send extra food over there. Hayley would like to set up a meeting after Thanksgiving. 

B. VP’s Report
1. Skating event- has been solidified 12-1:20 on Jan 31. Flyer. Leverett PTO can reimburse us. 
2. MCM fundraiser - cake rolls and butter braids - March into beginning of April. People pay in advance. We would maybe have to store some things in the freezer. Our freezer is full of vegetables to make sure we are covered in case of federal govt. cuts.
3. Fun Hub date - they haven’t been getting back to us. Aiming for February- for a Thursday; not a week before break. Okay, let’s skip it for this year. Dates for dance? Feb 6 or March 13. Date for Soup and Games.

C. Treasurer’s Report 
1. Sibie’s fundraiser
a) Cheese $18, vegan cheese $20 - buying for $11 and $13 so we’re making $7 per pizza. An extreme bargain! Sibie’s will not make that much, but they have a connection to the school.
b) We need people to help with passing them out on Dec 12. We need 1-2 people other than Val, who can’t do 3 hours. Ask a volunteer to deliver pizzas that don’t get picked up. 
2. Food drive
a) $250 so far, $150 dispersed. We are sending it out in $50 gift card increments.
b) Ongoing collection
3. Tara Murphy
a) Last rehearsal Monday. Abdou is coming just for 5th & 6th grade.
b) Performance Thursday 1:45.
c) $5,000 grant funded this program
4. Monte’s March
a) Match? Donate $200? Hershey’s kisses? Oreos?

V. Susie Mosher - Finance Committee 
A. Financial situation in Shutesbury that affects our school- FY27 is a really tough year. What we know are the expenses. November Fiscal Update went out on Town Announce. Governor sends out her budget at the end of January, then House then Senate then Ways & Means Committee meet, and then it is released by around July. Last time there were huge cuts by the final release. The state is quite worried about the Trump administration, so they pulled back on state funding. Shutesbury is concerned about how much we get for Quabbin lands and for school aid. There is testimony tomorrow on Zoom. The Chapter 70 formula effects school funding. You can look at Town Announce to get a better link. This report was made in 2022, and it is very good. On the homepage of the town website, you can sign up for Town Announce- town departments can post there about town business.
B. Action plan-
1. In order to reach the reps, we should have a postcard campaign. We would like to have 100-200 postcards. Write them at Town Hall? The date of when the legislation is written is still not solidified. But we could get one in before Winter break. 
2. Elizabeth-we can send it out through the class liaisons which have a high read rate. If there was a specific script, parents could do it. 
3. Pizza & postcards event at the library sometime in January. Susie will give us a date. PTO can fund the pizza.
4. Elizabeth requesting a paragraph summary of the most dire issues that affect the school
5. Susie will put it in the RoadTown News, will create a postcard with a nice border on one side and blank space on the other, and will place a bag in the hallway for postcard collection


Committee Reports
D. Meeting to discuss the Auction? We haven’t gotten a lot of interest. Us and Meghan Lennon. The library will be open. Hold it over a long weekend. Open it on Friday. It’s open when the library is open and closes on a Sunday. Then we can have a closing party. Parking? We can park at the Highway Department. Food truck. Still run the bake sale. Our operating budget is about 15K, but we usually spend 12K. We’re trying not to spend more than we make.
E. Having the Auction over a long weekend, Fri- Sun, at the new library. Would need to be staffed during library open hours


Old Business

F. Halloween recap- went great. Got a lot of candy.
		
New Business
G. School Dance- Feb 6 potential Date or March 13.
H. Offer bagels in the staff room in late December. The 22nd. 
I. We can still offer edible gifts for teachers if they have a lid. 


Adjournment 9:28
